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A general confeſsion of the 


eve dae faith and religion, according to Gods 
word and Actes of our Parliaments, Subſcribed by the 
Kings Maieſtie and his houshold, with fundry others. 
Tothe glory of God, and ; example of al men. 
At Edinburgh the. 28. day of ſanuarie. The 
2 — 581. And in 
the 14 yere ofhis Maie 


ſties Raigne. 


E all, and euerie one of vs 
vndervunitten pꝛoteſt, that 
F after long and due exami⸗ 
nation of our owne conſci⸗ 
v ences, in matters of true 
74 and falle Religid, are now 

toughly reſolued in the crueth, by woꝛd 
and ſpirit o? God. And therfoze we belecue 
with our heartes, confeſſe v:tth our mou: 
thes, Subſcribe with our handes, and con; 
ſtantly affirme befoꝛe God and the whole 
woꝛlde. That this onely, is the true Chzi⸗ 
ſtian Faith and Religion, pleaſing God, 
and bzinging Saluation to man, which is 
now by the mercye of God reuealed to the 
wozld,by the pꝛeaching ofthe bleſſed Euã⸗ 
gell. And is rece aued, beleeued, and defcns 
ded by many & ſunndꝛie notable Churches 
and Realmes,but chiefly by the Church of 


Scotland, the Kings Maieſtie e thee E⸗ 
A. ii. fates 


A confeſſion of the fayth 


Ates of this Nealme, As Gods cfernall 
tructh, and onely grounde of our Saluati- 
on, as moze particularly is expꝛeſſed in the 
confeſſton of our Faith, ſtabliſhed and pub. 
likely confirmed by ſimdꝛie acts of Parlia⸗ 
ments, and now of a long time hach bin o⸗ 


penly pzofefſed by the Rings Maieſtie, x 


whole body of this Realme, both in burgh 
and land. To the witch conke lion & ſozme 


of Religio, we wil lingly agree in our con. 
{c:ences in all popntes, as vnto Gods vn⸗ 


doubted trueth & verit ie, grounded cnely 
bpon his wiitten wozd. And therefoze we 
abhoꝛre and deteſt ol contrary religion and 
doctrine, but chieſly all kinde of Papiſtrie 
in general, and particuler heades, cuen as 
they are now damned and coniuted by the 
woꝛd of God & Church of Scotland, but 
eſpecially, we deteſt and retuſe the vſurped 
authozitie of that Romane Antich1t vp⸗ 
on the Scriptures of God, vpon p Church 
the ctuiil Bagiltrate & confcience of men, 
All bis tyꝛanngus Lawes made vpon in⸗ 
diſſerent things, againſt cur Chzlſtian li⸗ 
bertie. Dis erronious doctrine againſt᷑ ti e 
ſuff ciencie of the wittten woꝛde, the pers 
ection at che lawe, the office ol Chziſt, and 
his ble ſſed Euangell. Mis coꝛrupted doc⸗ 
trine 


of Scotland. 

trine concerning Oziginal ſinne, our nas 
turall inablitie and rebellion to Gods law. 
Our iuſtification by faith onely. Our im⸗ 
perfect ſanc:ification and obedience to the 


lawe, che nature, number and vſe oi the no⸗ 


ly Sacraments, Dis fie baſtard Sacra⸗ 
ments, with allhis rites, ceremonies, and 
falſe doctrine added to the miniſtration cf 
the true Sacraments, without the woꝛd of 
God. His cruell iu gement agatalt In⸗ 
fants departing without the Sacrament, 
his abſolute necellitie of Vaptiſne, his 
blaſphemous opinion of tranſubſtantiati⸗ 
on, o reall pꝛeſence of Chyiſtes body in the 
elements, and receiuing of the lame by the 
wicked, oꝛ bodies of men. His viſpenſait- 
ons with ſolemne othes, periuries, and de- 
grees of mariage foʒbidden in the woꝛve, 
his crueltie againſt the Innocent deuoz⸗ 
ced, his diuiliſh Maſſe, his blaſphemous 
Mieſthood, his pꝛophane ſacrifice (oz the 
ſinnes of the dead and the quicke. Dis Cas« 
noniʒ ation of men, calling vpon Angels, oꝛ 
Saincts departed, wozſhipping ok Ima⸗ 
ges, relickes, ⁊ croſſes, dedicating of chur⸗ 
ches, Altars, Dayes, Qowes, to creatures. 
Dis Purgatozie, pꝛapers kon the deade, 
pꝛaping 02 raking in a ſtrang language, 

A. ui. wich 


- 
— — 


1 
= - 


— 
-= 


— 


_— 
*. <4. + 
” 


— 


—— "ew 


4 
7. 


— 


A 


— E — 


4 — 2 8 7 8 
pt * aer *% >, —— 
. a WIE” * n . A by Þ 
» 2 — 2 . . k 
— — 8 . - 2 = = — 
E £ 4. a . ' 
L — EPL _—_— — N 


Wo 
— 
a — 
— 


A confeſſion of the fayth 


with his pꝛoceſſions and blaſphemous Les 
tame, x multitude of Aduocates oꝛ Dedias 
tours. Mis mantfolde oꝛers , Auricular 
con eſſion, his deſpered & vncertaine repen · 
tance, his generall æ daubtſome faich, his 
ſatiſfactions of men fo their ſinnes, his ins 
ſtiſicatian by woꝛkes, Opus Operatum, Wot 
kes 2ffupererogation, merites , pardons, 
peregrinations and ſkations, his holy was 
ter, Baptiſſing ol Bells, Coniuring of ſpi⸗ 
rites, Croſſing, Saning, Anointing, coniu⸗ 
ring, Pallowing of gods good Creatures, 
wich the ſuperſtitious opinion ioyned ther: 
wich, his wozlvly Monarchie, and wicked 
hierarchte, his thꝛee ſolemned vowes, with 
all his ſhauellings of ſundꝛ ie ſoꝛts. Dis er: 
ronious bloodie decrees made at Trent, 
with al the ſubſcribers e appꝛouers of that 
cruel! bloody bande, coniured againſt che 
Church of God. And finally wee deteſt all 
his vaine allegozies , Rices, ſignes, ⁊ tra« 
ditions bꝛought in the Church without, oz 
againſt che woꝛd of God & doctrine of this 
true refoʒmed Churche. To the which wee 
topne our ſelues willingly , tn doctrine, 
Faith,Religion, Diſcipline,aud vſe of the 
holte Sacraments, as liuelie members of 
the ſame in Chꝛiſt cur head, pꝛomiſing and 
(wearing 


A conſeſsion of the fayth 


ſwearing by the great Name ol the Loꝛd 
our God, that we ſhall continue in the obe⸗ 
dience of the doctrine and diſcipline of this 
Church, x ſhall defend the ſame accozving 
to our Locatid & power, all the dayes of our 
liues, vnder the paincs conteined in p law, 
& danger both of bodp, ans ſoule, in the day 
of Gods fearefull Judgement. And ſeeing 
that many are ſtyzred vp by Satan, & that 
Romane Antichziſt, to pꝛomple, ſweare, 
ſubſcribe, e fo2 a time viſe the helie Sacras 
mentes in the Church deceicefully againſt 
their own conlcience, minding herebp, firſf 
vnder the externall Cl:ke of Kelig on, to 
toʒtupt # ſubuert ſecretly Gods true Ree 
ligion within the thurch , & afterward wh? 
time map ſerue, to become open enemies & 
perſecuters ofp ſame, under vaine hope of 
the Popes di[penſation deuiſed againſt the 
woꝛd of God, to his greater confuſton, aud 
their double condemnatid in the day of the 
Low Jeſus, Cle therefoze willing to take 
away all ſuſpicion of hypocriſie, & of ſuch 
double dealing with God & his Churche, 
pꝛoteſt call the ſearcher of all hearts foz 
witnes, that our mindes # hearts doe fully 
agree with this our confeſſis, pzomile,oth, 
E ſubſcription. So that wee are not m_ 
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of Scotland. 
fo2 anp woꝛldly reſpect, but are perſwaded 
onely in our conſcience, though the knows 
ledge & love of Gods true Religion, pꝛin⸗ 
ted in our heartes by the holy ſpirit, as we 
ſhall anſwer to him in the day when the ſe⸗ 
cretes of al hearts ſhalbe diſcloſed, And be⸗ 
caule we perceiue, that the quietnes g ſta- 
hilitie of our Religion & Church doeth de⸗ 
pend vponthe ſafetie x good behautour of 
the Kings Pateſtie, as vpon an comfo2ta- 
ble Inſtrument ok Gods mercy, graunted 
to this countrep,fo2 the maintening of his 
Church, r miniſtration of Juſtice amongs 
us. Te pꝛoteſt pꝛomiſe with our hearts, 
vnder the ſame oth, hand wit, and paincs, 
that we ſhal deſt nd his perion-#-anthezicy 
with cur goods, bodies, and lyues, in the 


defence of Chziſtes Euangel!, Libertie or 


our Coumt rep, miniſtration of Juikice, and 
puniſhment of iniquitie ogainſt al enemies 
within this Reaime oꝛ without, as we de⸗ 
ſyꝛe cur God ta be a ſtrong and mercifull 
nefender to ba, in the day of our death, and 
camming ot our Leꝛd Jeſus Chziſt. To 
wham with the Father and the holy Spi⸗ 
rite , bee all hondur and glozie cternallp. 
Amen. 8 


\ 


The Eſtates of Scotlande, 


with the inhabitants of the ſame,profeſſing 
Chriſt Ieſus and his holy Goſpell. To their naturall 
countrie men, and to al other Realmes and nations, 
ptofeſsing the ſame Chriſt Ieſus with them,wiſh 
grace, mercie and peace, ſrom God, the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, with 
the ſpirit oſ righteous iudge- 
ment of ſaluation. 


Dng haue we thirſted (deare 
s byxechzen) to haue notificd vn- 
to the wonlde the ſminme of 
1 = that doctrine which we pꝛo⸗ 
tele, and fo: the whiche we 
haue ſuſtapned infamp and daunger. But 
ſuch hath bene the rage of Satan agaynlt 
vs, and ag aynſt Chift Jeſus his eternall 
veritte lately boꝛne amongeſt vs: that to 
this day no time hath bene graunted vnta 
us to cleare our conſciences, as moſt glad: 
ly we would haue done. Fo2 howe we haue 
bene toſſed at times herctotc2c , the moſte 
part of Europe, as we ſuppoſe, doth vn⸗ 
derſtande. But ſecing that of the infinite 
goodnes of our God (who neuer ſuſſereth 
bis afflicted vtterly to be confounded) as 
boue erpectation we hane obtapned ſome 
reſt + libertie, we would not but ſet fooztl 
this bꝛiele and plapne confection of ſuche 
B. doctrine 
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A confe{sion of the fayth 


dottrine as is pꝛoponed vnto vs, and as we 
belecue and pꝛofeſſe: partly (o2 latil faction 
of our bzeth2en, whoſe hartes we doubt 
not haue bene (and pet are) wounded by 
the diſpitefull rayling of ſuche as pet haue 
not learned to ſpcake well: and partly fo2 
ſtopping of the mouthes cf the impudent 
blaſphemers , who boldely damne that 
which they neither haue heard, noꝛ pet vn⸗ 
derſtande. Mot that we judge that the 
cankred malice of ſuche is able to be cured 
by thts cur ſimple c5feſſton. No, we know 
the ſwcete ſauour of the Goſpell, is, and 
hall be death to the ſonnes of perdition, 
but we haue chiefe relpect to our weake 
and infirme bꝛethꝛen, to whom we weuld 
communicate the bottome of our heartes, 
leaſt that they be treubled 02 caried away 
by diuerſitie of rumours,whiche Sathan 
ſpꝛeads abꝛode agaynſt va, to the defacing 
of this cur moſt godly enterpꝛiſe: pꝛote⸗ 

ung that if any man ſhall note in this our 
confeſtton, any article oꝛ ſentence repug⸗ 
ning to Godg holy wozde, and do admo⸗ 
niſhe vs of the ſame in wziting, we by 
Gods grace do pꝛomiſe vnto hun ſatiſta⸗ 
ction from the mouth of God, that is, from 
bis holy Scriptures, oz cls m_—_— of 
tha 
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of Scotland, 
that which he ſhall pꝛoue to be amiſſe. 
Foz God we take co recozde in our con⸗ 


ſciences, that from our hartes we abhozre 
all ſectes of hereſie, and all teachers of er⸗ 
roneous doctrine, and that with all humi⸗ 


litie we embꝛace the puritie of Chꝛiſtes 


Golpell, which is the onely foode of oure 
ſoules, and therefoze ſo pꝛecious vnto vs, 
that we are determined to ſuffer the extre⸗ 
mitie ot wozloly daunger, rather then that 
we will ſuffer our lelues to be defrauded 
of the ſante: foꝛ hereof we are moſte cer⸗ 
tainly periuaded, that whoſoeuer denyeth 
Chꝛſt Jeſus, oꝛ is aſhamed of him in p2e- 
ſence of men, ſhall be denyed beloꝛe the fa⸗ 
ther, e befoze his holy angels. And there: 
fore by the alliſt ince of the almightie, the 
ſame eur Loꝛd Jeſus, we firmelp purpaſe 
ta abide to the ende, in the conkeſſion of 
this our layth, as by articles followech. 


Of God. 


75 conelle and acknowledge ont only Dent.s. 
God, to whom ouely we mult cleaue, EA 
whom onely we mult ſerue , whom onely Deut. 


we muſt wozlhip, and in whom onely we 
muſt put our truſt: who is eternal, inft- 
nite, vn nealurable, incompzehenſible, om⸗ 


B. ii. mpotent, 
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A confeſsion of the fayth 


Matth-28. nipotent, inuiſible, one in ſubſtance, and 


Gen.r. 


Pro. 16. 


Gen.. 2. 


pet diſtinct in thꝛee perſons, the father, the 
ſonne, and the holy ghoſt. By whom we 
conſeſſe and beleeue all thinges in heauen 
and earth, alwell viſible as inuiſible to 
haue bene created, to be retapned in their 
being, and to be ruled & gupded by his ins 
ſcrutable pꝛouidence, to ſuch ende, as his 
eternall wiſedome, goodnes, and iuſtice, 
hath appoynted them, to the maniſeſtation 


ol his glozy. 


Of the creation of man. 

IW Ee confeſſe and knowledge this our 

God to haue created man, to wit, our 
firſtfather Adam, to his own image. ſimi⸗ 
litude, to whom he gaue wiſedome, Loꝛd⸗ 
chip, iuſtice, freewill æ cleare knowledge of 
himſelk, fo that in the whole nature of man 
there could be noted no imperfection. Fro 
which honour and perfection, man and wo⸗ 
man did both fall: the woman being decri⸗ 
ned by the ſerpent, and man obeying the 
voyte okthe woman , both conſpiring a⸗ 
g unſſ the Doueraigne Maieſtie of God, 
who in expꝛeſſed woꝛdes had befoꝛe thꝛeat⸗ 
ned death, il they pꝛeſumed to eate ofthe 


foꝛbidden trer. | 
of 


— — — 
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Of Originall ſinne. 
je h which tranſgreſſion. commonly cal. Ephecz. 
'e led Oziginall inne, was the image of Rom. 5. 
n God vtterly defaced in man, &he and his , _ z. 
o poſteritie of nature become enempes ta . 
r God, laues to Sathan, and leruauntes to 
„inne. In ſo much chat death encrla{ting 


s phath had, and ſhall haue power and dami⸗ 
„ nion ouer all that haue not bene, are not, oꝛ 
4 © Hallnotberegenerate from aboaue, which 
| regeneration is wought by che power of 

| the holy Ghoſt, wozking in the heartes of 

the electe of God, an allured faich in the 

| pꝛomiſe of God, reuealed to vs his wozde, 
| by which faith, we appꝛehend Chziſt Te: 
us, with the graces and N p2omy- 
k ſed in hm, 


| Of the reuelation of the promiſe. 
| FE O21 this wee conſtantly beleeue, that 

God after the fearefull and hozrible 
defection of man from his obedience , did 
ſeeke Adam againe, call vpon him, rebuke 
his ſinne, conuict him of the lame, aud in 
the end, made vnto him a moſt ioytluli pꝛa⸗ 
miſe, to wit, ᷣ the ofthe {ced woman ſhould Gen,z. 
bꝛeake downe the ſerpents head, that is, he 
ſhoulde deckroy the wozkes of the Dincll, Gea.r2 ry. 

B. iii. which 


Eſai. . 8. 


A confeſsion of the fayth 


which pꝛomiſe as it was repeated e made 
moe cleare frõ time to time: \o was it ime 
bzaced with iope, and moſt conſtantly re- 
cetued of all thoſe faithfull from Adam to 
Noe, from Noe to Abzaham, from Abza- 


ham to Dauid, and ſo foꝛch to the incarna⸗ 
tion of Chꝛiſt Jeſus, all ( wee meane the 
faith full Fathers vnder the lawe) did ſee 
the topfnll dapes of Chiſt Jeſus and dyd 
reioyce. 


The continuance, increaſe, and preſer- 
uation of the Church, 
e moſt conſtantly beleeue that God 
pꝛeſerued, inſtructed, multiplied , ho⸗ 
nozed,decozed , and from deat} called to 
life, his Church in all ages from Adam til 
the comming of Chꝛiſt in the fleſhe. Foꝛ 
Abꝛaham he called from his fathers coun: 
trey, him he inſtructed, his ſeede he multi⸗ 
plied, che ſame he matuellouſly pꝛeſerued,. 
and moꝛe maruellouſiy deliuered from the 
bondage and tyꝛannie of y arao, to them 
he gaue his lawes, conſtitutions, and cerc- 
monies, them he poſceſſed in the lande of 
Canaan, to them after Judges and after 
Saul, he gaue Dauid to be king, to whom 
he made pꝛomiſe, that of the fruite of hys 
lapncs 
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loynes ſheuld one ſyt foꝛ euer vpon his re⸗ 
call eat. To this lame people from tyme 
to time he ſent Pꝛophetes toreduce them 
to the right wape of their God: from the 
which olten times, they declined by idola⸗ 
trie. And albeit that foz their ſtubburne 
contempte of iuſtice, he was compelled to 
giue them into the hands ol their enemies, 


as befoze was theatned by the moutheof eg 22 


Moyſes, in ſo much that the holpe Cittte Deut. B. 
was dellroyed, the icmple burnt with fire, lere. 39. 
and the whole land lefte deſolate the ſpace Ex.. 


ge. i. 2. 


of lxr.yecres , vet oł mercie did he reduce 205 
them againe to Jeruſalem, where the Ci⸗ "I 
tie and Temple were recdifped, and they 
againſt all temptaions and aſſaultes of ſa» 

than, did abyde till the eſlias came ac⸗ 
co2ding to the pzomile, 


Of the incarnation of Chriſt Teſus. 
77 Ven the kulneſſe of time came, God 8. 
ſent his ſonne his cternall wiſedome, 
the ſubſtance of his cwne glozp, into this IAA 2. 
woꝛld, who tooke the nature of manhood 
of the ſubſtance of a woman, to wit, of a 
virgin, and that by operation of the holp . 
ghoſt. 
And fo was bone the iuſt ſeede of Das 
uld 
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A confeſsion of the fayth 


nid, the angell of the great counſaple of 
God, the very Meſſias pꝛomiled, whom 
we acknowledge and confeſle Emanuell, 
very God, and very man, two perfect nas 
tures vnited and toyned in one perſon, 

By which our conſeſſion, we condemne 
that damnable and peſtilent hereſies of 
Arrius, Marcion, Eutiches, Meſtozius, 
and ſuche others, as eyther did denie the 
eternitie of his Godhead. epther the veri- 
tie of his humaine nature, eyther confound 
them, eyther pet deuide them. 


hy it behoueth the Mediator tobe 
very God and very man. 
IL E acknowledge and con keſſe, that this 
mo wonderous coniunctioen betwitt 
the Godhead and the manheod in Chziſte 
Jeſus, did pꝛoceede from the cternall and 
immutable vecree of God, whence alſo, 
our laluation ſp2ingeth,and depeudcth. 


Flecticu. 
FO; that ſame cternal! God and father. 
who of mcare grace elected vs in Chailk 
Telus his ſonne, before the foundation of 
the wozlde was layde, appoynted him to 
be our head, eur bꝛether. our paſior & great 
liſhep 


of Scotland. 


biſhop of our ſoules. But-becauſe that the 
enimitie betwirte the iuſtice of God and 
our ſinnes was ſuch, that na fleſh by it ſelſe 
could, oꝛ might haue attepned vnto God: 
it behoued, that the ſonne of God ſhoulde 
deſcende vnto vs, and take him ſelfe a body 
bol our body, fleſhe of our fleſhe, and bone of 
bur bones, and ſo become the perfect Me ⸗ Lohn. z. 
diatoꝛ betwixt God & man, geuing power 
to ſo many as beleeue in him, to be the 
ſonnes of God, as him ſelfe doth witneſſe. 
' palle vp to my father, and vnto your fa: John. 20. 
ther, to my God, and vnto pour God. By 
which moſte holy fraternitie, whatſoeuer 
we haue loſt in Adam, is reſtoꝛed to vs a+ 
gayne. And fo this cauſe are we not af* 
frapde to call God our father, not ſo much 
becaule he hath created vs(which we haue 
common with the repꝛobate) as fo2 that 
that he hath giuen to vs his onely ſonne to 
be dur bꝛother, and giuen vnto vs gr ace 
to acknowledge and embzace him foꝛ our 
onely mediatour, as befoze is ſayd. It be: 
phoued farther, the Meſſias and Redemer, Eſai.5;. 
to be very God and very man, becauſe he 
y was to beare vppon him the puniſhment 
due fo our tranſgreſſions, and to pꝛeſent 
him ſelle in che p2eſence of his fathers 
C iudge⸗ 
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Heb. 10. 
Eſai. 533. 


Deut. 21. 
Gal. 3. 


+ Aconfeſsion of che fayth 


iudgement, as in our perſon to ſuffer fo | 


our tranſgreſſion,# inobevience, by death, 
to ouercome him that was authoz of death, 
But becauſe the onely Godhead could nut 
ſuffer death, neither pet coulde the onely 


manhead ouercome the ſame, he topned 
both together in one perſon, that the im⸗ 
becilitie ofthe one, ſhould ſuffer and be ſib- * 


fect to death (which we had deſerued) and 
the infinite and invincible power of the o⸗ 
ther, to wit, of the Godhead : ſhould tri⸗ 


umphe and purchaſe to vs life, libertie, 


and perpetuall victoꝛie, and ſv we confelle 
and moſt vndoubtedly beleeue. 
Chriftes death, paſtion, and buriall. 


Hat our Loꝛd Jeſus offered himſelf a a 


voluntary ſacrifice vnder his father foʒ 
vs, that he ſuffered contradictis of ſinners, 


that he was wounded & plagued foꝛ dure 


cranſgreſſions,that he being 5ᷣ cleane inno⸗ 
tent lambe of God, was dampned in the 


pꝛeſence of an earthly iudge, þ we ſhoulde 
be abſolued befoze the tribunall ſeate of our 
God. That he ſuffered not onely the cruell 


death of the croſſe (which was accurſed by 
the ſentence of God) but alſo that he ſuffe- 
red fo2 a ſeaſou the wꝛathe of his father, 


which ſinners had deſerued. But pet we a- 
u0w 


” 
: 
'q 


of Scotland. 


# 
bow that he remained the only welbeloued 

& bleſſed ſon of his father, euẽ in the midſt 
- ofhis anguiſh & tozment, which he ſuffred 
in body xſoule, to make the full ſaciſfactid 14, 10. 
- for the (innes of che people. After the 
which we confeſſe andavow, that there res 
maineth no other ſacrifice fo ſinne, which 
if any affirme,we noching doubt to avow, 
that they are blaſphemous againſt chꝛiſia 
death, and the everlaſting purgation & la- 
tiſfaction purchaſed to vs by the ſame. 
| Reſurrection, 
72 E bndoubreoly beleeue that inſomnch aq... 
| as it was impollible that the dolours 
ok death ſhould retaine in bondage the au: Rom. 6. 
auth; of life, that our Low Jeſus crucili⸗ 
ed, dead & buried, who deſcended into hell, 
did riſe againe fo2 our iuſtiſication, and de* 
” ffropingofhim „ who was the authoz of 
$ death,bzought life againe to vs that were Pat. 28. 
ſubiect to death and to the bondage of the Mar-»7- 
; ſame, wee know that his reſurrection was 

| confirmed by the teſtimonie of his verpe e- * 
nemies, by the reſurrectionof the dead, 
p # whoſe ſepulchꝛes did open and they dyd a⸗ 
„tile, and appeared to many, within the Ci⸗ 
„tie ok Jeruſalem, It was alſo confirmed 

bp the teſtimonp of his 8 


AR.r. 
Mat. 28. 


a Aconſeffion of thefayth 
ſenſes and iudgementes of his Apoſtles g 


others, who had conuerſation & did eate x 


dꝛinke with him after his reſurrection, 
Aſcention. | 
J Ve E nothing doubte but the ſelfe ſame 
body which was bozne of the virgin, 


was cruciſied, dead and buried, and which 
did riſe againe, did aſcend into the heauens 


fo2 the accompliſhment of al things. where 
in our names, fo2 our comfoꝛt, he hath re- 


ceiued all power in heauen #earthe, where 


he ſitteth at the right hande ofthe Father, 
crowned in his kingdome, aduocate, c one. 
ly mediatoꝛ foꝛ vs. Thich gloꝛy honour 


pꝛerogatiue, he alone amongſt the bzethzt | 


ſhall poſſeſſe , till that all his enemies bee 
made his tooteſtole. 

As that wee vndoubtedly beleenue there 
ſhalbe in the finall iudgement:to the crecu⸗ 
tion wherof,we certainly beleeue that the 
lame our Lozd Jeſus ſhall viſibly recurne 
as that he was ſeen to aſcend, And then we 
firmly beleeue, that the time of refreſhing 


_ andreſtieutionef all things ſhall come, in 


fomuch that thoſe that from the beginning 
haue ſulfered violence, iniurie, æ wꝛong, foꝛ 
righteouſnes ſake, ſhal inhetite that bleſſed 


mnwqcallcy,pomiledirow the n 
ut 
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but confrariwiſe , the ſtubburne, inobedi⸗ 
ent, crucl oppzeſſors , filthy perſous, idola⸗ 
ters, æ all ſoꝛts of vnfaichfull:halbe caſt in 
the dungeon of vtter darknes, where their 


+ wo2me ſhal not die, neither pet their fy2e 


ſhalbe extinguifhed. The remembzance of 
which day,# of the iudgement to be execu⸗ 
ted in the fame , is not onely to vs a bꝛydle 
wherebp our carnall luſtes are refrained, 
but alfoſuch ineſtimable comfozt,cthat nei⸗ 
ther may the thzeatning of wozldly Pꝛin⸗ 
tes, neither pet the feare of tempoal death 
aͤnd pꝛeſent danger, moue vs to renounce e 
foꝛſake that bleſſed ſocietie, which wee the 
members, haue with our head # onelp me⸗ 
diatoꝛ Chʒiſt Jeſus, Uhom we conkeſſe c 
auow to be the Meſſias pꝛomiſed, the only 


bead ok his church, our tut lawe giuer, our El. 
only high pꝛieſt, aduocat, and mediatoz. In — L, 
which honours,and office, if man oꝛ ange l Hebo. 


preſume to intrude themſelues wee vtterl y 
deteſt and abhoꝛre them, as blaſphemot1s 
to our ſoueraigne and fupzcame gou er⸗ 
nour Chꝛiſt Jeſus, 

Faith in the holy G hoff. 

T His our fayth and the aſſurance o'f the 


ſame, pꝛocedech not from fleſh# L loud, Mat 3 6. 


that is to ſay, from no naturall powers 
C. iii. within 
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A confeſſion of the fayth 


within vs, but is the inſpiration of che hos 
ly ghoſt: whom we confeſſe, God, equall 


with the father,and with the ſonne, woa 


ſanctificth vs, bzingeth vs into all veritie 
by his owne operation, without whom we 
ſhould remapne foz euer enimies to God, 
and ignozaunt of his ſonne Chyift Jeſus, 
Fo! of nature we are ſo dead, ſo blind, and 
ſo peruerſe, that neither can we feele when 
we are picked, (ce the light when it ſþt- 
neth, no} aſſent to the will of God when it 
is reuealed, vnleſſe the ſpirite ofthe Lozde 
quicken that which is dead, remoue the 
darkneſſe from our mindes, and bowe our 
ſtubbozne hartes to the obedience of hys 
bleſſed will. And ſo as we cdfelle that God 
the father created vs , when we were not : 
as his ſonne our Lode Jeſus redeemed 


vas, when we were enemies to him: ſo alſo 


do we conkeſſe, that the holy ghoſt dothe 
{anctifie and regenerate vs, without al re⸗ 
ſpect of any merite pꝛoceeding from vs: be 
it befoze, oꝝ be it after our regeneration, 


To ſpeak this one thing yet in moze plapn | 
worde, as we willingly ſpoyle our ſelues | 
ot ailhono,# gloꝛy of our owne creation, 
and redemption , ſo do we alſo of our rege* | 
neration,# ſanctilication: ſo2 of our 1 | 


| df Scotland. 
we are not ſufficient to thinke one good 
thought, but he who hath begon the wozke 


| invs,is only he that continueth in vs the , Cor.; 


ſame, to the pꝛayſe and glozp of his vnde⸗ 
ſerued grace. 
The cauſe of good workes, 


FO that che cauſe of good wozks we con: Lohn : 3. 


feſſe to be not our free will, but the ſpirit 
of the Loꝛd Jeſus, who dwelling in oure 
hartes by true fapth, bꝛingeth foozch ſuche 
good wozks,as God hath pꝛepared foꝛ vs 
to walke in. Fo2 this we moſte boldly af: 
firme, that blaſphemp, it is to ſap,þ Chꝛiſt 
abideth in the hartes of ſuche, as in whom 
there is no ſpirite of ſanctification, Aud 
therfoze we feare not to affirme, that mur⸗ 
therers, oppꝛeſſers, cruell perſecuters,ad: 
ulterers, whozemongers, filthy perſons, 
idolaters, dꝛonkards, theeues, and all woꝛ⸗ 
kers of iniquitie, haue neither true faith, 
neither anp potion of the ſpirite of the 
Lozd Jelus: ſo long as obſtinately they 
continue in their wickednes. Foz howe 
ſoone that euer the ſpirite of the loꝛd Jeſus 
(which gods elect childzen receiue by true 
faich)taketh poſſeſſion in the hart of enery 
man, ſo ſoone doth he regenerate & renewe 
the ſame man. Do that he NN to 
| at? 
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A confeſsion of the fayth 


hate that, which befoze he loued, aud begin | 
neth to loue that, which befoze hee hated, 
And krom thence commeth that continnall 
battail which is betwixe the fleſhe and the 
ſpirite in Gods childꝛen: ſo that the fleſhe 
and naturall man, accoꝛding to the owne 
coxruption,luſteth fo2 things pleaſing, and 
delectable vnto it ſelfe, grudgeth in aduer⸗ 
ſitie, is lifted vp in pꝛoſperitie, and at euery 
moment is pꝛone and ready to offende the 
maieſtie of God, But the ſpirite of God 
which giueth. witneſſing to our ſpirite, that 
we are the fonnes of God, maketh vs to 
reſiſt filthy pleaſures, & to grone in Gods 
pꝛeſence fo2 deliuerãce from this bondage 
of coꝛruption. And finally. ſo triumpheth 
ouer ſinne, that it raigneth not in our moꝛ⸗ 
tall bodies. This battell haue not the car · 
nall men, being deſtitute of Gods ſpir ite, 
but do follow q obep ſinne with greedines, 
and without reyentance,euen as che diuell 
& their cozrupt luſtes do pꝛicke them. But 
the ſonnes of god, as befoze is ſaid, do fight 
againſt ſinne, do ſobbe mourne, whẽ they 
perceiue them ſelues tempted in iniquitie: 
and if they fall, they riſe againe wich ear- 
neſt & vnfaigned repentãce, & theſe things 
they do, not by their owne power, but — 
the 
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the power ol the Lozde Jeſus', without Lohn. 1g. 


whom they were able to do dothing. 


hat works are reputed good before God. 
Wach confeſſe e acknowledge, that God rod. 20. 
ath giuen to man his holy lawe, in Deut. 4j. 
1 not only are foꝛbidden all ſuch woꝛ⸗ 
kes as diſpleaſe and offende his godly ma⸗ 
ieſtie, but alſo are commaunded, all ſuche The Lawe. 
as vleaſe him, and as he hath pꝛomiſed to 
reward, And theſe wozks be of two ſoztes. 
The one, are done to the hono2 of God, che 
other to the pꝛolit of our neighbours 2: and 
boch haue the reuealed wil of God,foz their f be 5.4 
aſſurance. To haue one God , to wozſhip table. 
and honour him, to call vpon him in al our 
froubles, reuerẽce his holy name, to heare 
his woꝛde, to beleue the lame, to communt-». 
cate with his holy ſacraments, are the woz- 
kes of the firſt table. To hanour father, Epheſ, 
mother,pzinces,rulers,x ſuperiozpowers: Ihe *, 
to loue them, to ſuppoꝛt them, yca to oba of the ſe- 
their charges (not repugning to the com- cond table. 
maundement of God) ta ſaue the lines of 
innocentes, to repꝛelle tyꝛannie, to defend — 22, 
the oppzeſled, to kepe our bodies cleane & g 0. 
bolp, to line in ſobecnes + temperance, to Thel 
deale tuſtly with al men, boch in wozd and Luk. : 
D. deed 


The woe: 
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A confeſsion ofthe fayth 


dede: and finally to repꝛeſſe all appetite of 
our neighbours hurt, are the good wozkes 
of che ſeconde table whiche are mo t plea⸗ 


Things con ſlag and acceptable vaco God, as thoſe 


'| erarie tothe WNKS Chat are commaunded by him ſelfe, 
' firſtand ſe- The contrary whereof,is ſin molt odious, 
cond table. which alwayes di(pleaſech him and pꝛouo⸗ 


keth him to anger. As not to cal vpou him 
alone, when we haue need, not to heare his 
woꝛde with reuerence, to contemae  de- 
ſpile ic, to haue, oꝛ to worſhip idolles, to 
mainteine and defende idolatrie, lightly ta 
Rom rr. e ſteeme the reuerent name ok God, to pꝛo⸗ 
Erech 22. Phane, abuſe, oz contemne the ſacramentes 
of Chꝛiſt Jeſus, to diſobey oz reſiſt any 
that God hath placed in authoꝛitie, (whi* 
Teſt they paſſe not over the bounds of their 
office) to murther o2 to conſent thereto, to 
beare hatred, oz to ſuffer innocent bloud to 
be ſhed, if we may withſtande it. And ſinal⸗ 
Iv, the tranſgreſſion of any other conman⸗ 
dement in the ſirſt oꝛ ſecande table, we cons 
feſle oꝛ affirme to be ſinne, by the whiche 
gods hate & diſpleaſure is kindled againſt 
the pꝛoude vnthãkfull woꝛld. So that good 
woꝛks we affirme to be thoſe only, that are 
done in faith æ at Gods commaugdement, 
who in his lawe hath expzeſſed what the 
thin zs 


of Scotland, 


things be that pleaſe him, And enil wozks 
we affirme not onely thoſe that erp2eſſedly 
are done againſt Gods commaundement, 
but thoſe alſo that in matters of rcligion, 
and woꝛſhipping of God hath no other aſ- _ 
ſurance, but the inuention and opinion of EIA. 26. 
man: which God from the beginning hath 
euer teiected, as by the pꝛophet Elap, and * 
by our maſter Chziſt Jeſus, we are taught 
in theſe woꝛds. In vapne do they wozſhip 
me, teaching the doctrines and pꝛeceptes 
cf men, 
T be perfection of the lawe, and 
imperfection of man, 
He law of God we coufecfſe c acknow- Rom. y. 
ledge moſt tuft, moſt cquall, moſt holy, Plalm. 19. 

t molt perfect. commaunding thoſe things 
which being wzought in perfection, were Deut. 
able to giue life, & able to bzing man to e⸗ 
ternall felicitie. But our nature ts ſo coꝛ⸗ 
nipt, ſo weake, & ſo vnperfice that wee are No 
neuer able to fulfill the wozks of the law in 
perfection.Yea,if we lay we haue no ſinne, 8 
cuen alter we are regenerated, we deceaue f Lohr. 
our ſelues, and the veritie of God is not in Gal z. 
bs. And therefoze it behoucth vs to app2e- Deut. 26. 
hend Chziſt Jeſus with his iuſtice aud la⸗ Epheſ. 1. 
tillaction, who is the end ande accompliſh: Rom.. 
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A confeſsion of the fayth 


ment of the lawe, by whom wee are ſet at 
this libertie,that the curſe & malediction of 
god, fal not vpon vs, albeit we fulfil not the 

ſame in all pointes, fo God the father be | 
| holding vs, in the body of his ſanne Chzift 
in Jeſus,accepteth our imperfite obedience, 
5 as it were perfite , & couereth our woꝛkes 
1 which are defiled,with many ſpottes, with 
WW | 


[ the iuſtice of his ſon, we do not meane that 

| | we are ſo ſet at libertie, that wee owe no o⸗ 

; Ws bedience to the lawe ( foz that befoze wee 
1 haue plainely conkeſled). But this wee af: 

i firme, that no man in earth ( Chziſt Jeſus 

et onely except) hath giuen, giueth, oz ſhall | 

giue in wozke that obedience to the lawe, 

4 which the law requireth.But whẽ we haue 

done al things, we muſt fall dawne and vn: 

fainedly confeſſe, that we arc vnp2ofitable 

Luk. o. ſeruants. And therfoze whoſoeuer boaſteth 

—— themſelues cf the merites of their owne 

woes, is WO2Kes,02 put their truſt in the wozkes of 

eamnable lupererogation, boaſt themſelues of that 

idolattie. which is nought, & put their truſt in dams 


nable Jdolatric. 
Of the Church. 


Natch. z. d. AS we belceve in one God, father, ſonne 
and holy ghoſt, ſo do we moſt conſtant · 


Ipbeleeue that from the beginning ws 
ac 


of Scotland. 

hath bene. and now is, and to the end ofthe 

wozld ſhalbe, ane Church, that is to ſap, a 
company and multitude of men choſen of 

God, who rightly wozthip & imbzace him ꝑpheſ. i. 
by true faith in Chziſt Jelus,who is p one: Col.. 
p head ot the ſame Church, which allo is þ Eher. 
body + ſpouſe of Chꝛiſt Jeſus, which chur⸗ 
che is Catholike, that is vniuerſall, bicauſe 
it containeth p elect of al ages, of al tealma 
nations, æ tongues, be they ofthe Jewes, 
02 be they of the Gentils , who haue com- Apoc. y. 
munion # ſociette with God the father and 

with his ſonne Chziſt Jeſus chzoughe the 
ſanctification of his holy ſpirit, # therefoze 

is it called the communiõ, not of pꝛophane 
perſons, but ofſaints ; who as Citizens of 

the heauenlp Jeruſalem, haue the fruicton 

ofthe moſt ineſtimable benefites,to wit, ol 

one God, one Loꝛd Jeſus, one faith, and of Epheſ.2. 
one baptiſme, out of p which church, there 

is neither life noꝛ eternall felicitie. And 

therfoze we vtterly abboꝛre the blaſphemie 

of thoſe that affirme, that men which lyue 
acco2ding to equitie © iuſtice, ſhaibe ſaued, 

what religion that euer they haue p2ofeſ- 

ſed. Fo2 as without Chuiſt Jeſus there is Iohn. 5.5. 
neither life no2 ſaluation, ſo ſhal there none 

be perticipant therol, but ſuch as the father 

D. iii. hath 
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| A confeſsian ofthe fayth 
hach giuen vnto his ſon-Chzilt Jeſus, and 
tcofe in time, to come bnto him, abow bis 
docitine. c beleue in him, (we appzehende 
the chüdzen with the faithfull parentes) F 
thie Church is inuiſible knowen onelp to 
God . who alone kno wech whom he hath i 
cho e and compꝛebendeth alwell (as ſapd 
is) tue elect that be departed , commonly 
talled the Churche triumphant, as thoſe 
that pet liue and fight againſt ſinne c Sa- 
tan, as ſhall line hereafter. 
I be immortalitie of the ſoules. ; 
7 He elect departed are in peace and reſt 
from their labours: not that they ſlcepe 
and ceme to a certayne obliuion, as ſome 
phantaſtikes do affirme : but that they are 
de liuered from all feare & toꝛment, and all 
temptation, to which we, # all Gods elect 
are ſubiect in this life, and therefoze do 
beare the name ofthe church militant, as 
contrariwiſe,the repꝛobate and unfaithful 
departed, haue angniſh, tozment, and pain, 
that can not be expꝛeſſed. So that neither 
are the one no} the other in ſuch llepe, that 
they kerle not their toꝛment, as the parable 
of Chziſt Jeſus in the. xvi. of Luke, his 
woꝛds to the theefe,and theſe woꝛds of the 
ſoules crying vnder the altar (Dh 2 
12 * au 


e 


wy „ 
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ſhalt thou not reuẽge our bloud vpon theſe 
that dwell in the earth) doch teſtite; 
Of the notes by the whiche the true church 
i diſcerned from the fe e nd who 
' . Shalbe judge of the doctrines :- 
B cauſe that Satan from the heginning 
hath laboured to decke his peſtilent ſi · 
nagog with the title ol che churcg of Gad, 
Fhath inflamed the heartes or truell mur 


true church x members there, az Caine 


thou that art righteous and iuſt, how long Apoc. 6. 


therers, to perſeciite', trouble +mule@t tht Cen l, 


did Abel, Jmael Nſaak,Eſau Jatob, the 
whole pꝛieſthood at the Jewes Chriſt Jes 
ſus himſelfe and his Apoſtles after him. It 


F 
OY, Lo EIS 


is a thing malt requiſite that the true chur taz. 


che be decerned from the flchp nagoges, 
by cleare ⁊ perũit notes; teaft we being ve- 
teiued, re ceiue c imbꝛace to our omue con 
demnation, che one foꝛ the other. The notes 
ſignes, x aſſured tokens, whereby the im; 
maculate ſpouſe of Chꝛiſt Jeſus, is kam 
from the hoꝛtible harlot, che church malig⸗ 
nant: we afflrme are neither antiquitte.ti⸗ 
tle vſurped, lineal dilcent, place appointed, 
no2 multitude of men, appꝛouing an erroꝛ. 
fo2 Caine in age & title was pzeferved co 
Abel x Seth, Jerulalem had. pꝛetogatine 

aboue 


John. ii. 
Act.z. 


* d 
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aboue all places of the earthe , where allo 
were the pꝛieſis lineally diſcended frõ Aa- 


ron, & greater nũber folowed the Scribes, - 
Pharilcis + 


e pꝛieſts, chen vnfainedly belee+ 


ued and appꝛoued Chꝛiſt Jeſus ꝶ his doc: |: 
trine: and pet as wee ſuppoſe no man ok 


ſounde iudgement will graunc, that any of 
the fozenamed, were the Churche of God. 
The notes therfoze of the true Churche ol 
God, we beleeue conleſſe and auow to be: 
irt, che true pꝛeaching ofthe wozd of god, 
into the which God hath reuealed himſelke 
bnto bs, as the wꝛitings ofthe Pꝛopheta & 


10. Apoſtles doch veclare, Secondly the right 


adminiſtration of the ſacraments of Chꝛiſt 
Jelus, uhich muſk be annexed vnto þ wozd 
and pꝛontiſe of God, to ſeale and confirme 


dhe lame in dur hearts. Laſty eccleſiaſtical 


diſcipline vpꝛightly miniſtred, as Gods 
woꝛd pꝛelcribeth, wherby vice is repꝛeſſed 
& vextue noꝛiſhed. Whereſoerer then theſe 
fozmernotes are ſeen, x of any time conti- 
nue(be the nũber neuer fo fewe, aboue two 
02 thꝛee) there without al doubt is the true 
church of Chꝛiſt, who accoꝛding to his pꝛo⸗ 
miſe, is in the midſt of them. Hot the vni⸗ 
uerſal, of which we haue befozeſpoken, but 
particular, ſuche as was in Coꝛinthus, 
Gallacia, 


© ofthe Realme of Scotlai:de, pofeflours of 


of Scotland. 


Gallacia, Epheſus & other places in which 
the miniſterie was planted by Paul, and 
were of himlelfe named the Churches of 
God:and ſuch churches we the 4nhabitants 
Chꝛiſt Jeſus, pꝛofelle cur ſeluesʒ o haue in * — 
our cittes,townes,# places refozmeds fo; Ac. 20. 


the doctrine taught in our churches is con 
teined in the w2itten w32de of Gad, to wit, 


inthe bookes of the oide and new? Teffa- 
ments, in thoſe bokes we meane which of 


the auucient, haue bin reputed canonicall, 
In the which we afftrme that al things ne- 


= ccſſarie ta be beleeeed fo: the faluation of 
mankind, is (uffictentip erp2eſſe3, The in⸗ 


terpꝛetotid wherof, we conleſſe neither ap- 


pertaineth to pꝛiuate noz publike perſon, 


neither pet te any Church taz any pꝛeemi⸗ 
neuce, oꝛ pꝛerogatiue perſonail oz locall 


which onchath aboue an other, but apyer 
2 taintth to the ipirite of God, vy the which 


alla the ſcripture was mitten. When con- To home 


the interpre- 


trouerſie then happeneth foz the right vn . ion olthe 
derſtanding ok anye place oz ſentence of gcnprure ap- 
ſcripture, oꝛ foꝛ the refozmation of any a⸗ pertaine. 
buſe within the church of God, wee ought 
not ſo much tolooke what men befoze vs 
haue ſatde oz dont. ag vnta that, which the 

C holy 
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. Cor, 11. 


1. Tim. ;. 


A conſeſsion of che fayth 
holy choſt vnikozmlie ſpeaketh within the 
body of the ſcriptures, And vnto that which 
Chzift Jeſus himſelf did, & command to be 
done. F<c2this is one thing vniuerſal'pe 


graunted, that the ſpirit of God which is 


the ſpirit of vnitie: is in nothing contrarie 
to himſelt, if then the interpꝛetation, deter: 


minatiou, oꝛ ſentence, ot any docto2, church 
02 counſaile,repugne to the plaine woꝛd ol 
Gev,wiitt? in any other place of the ſcrip: Þ 


ture, it is a thing moſt certaine that there 


is not the true vnderſtãding and meaning 
of the holy ghoſt : although that counſels, 
Realmeg, x nations haue appꝛoued and re- © 
ceiued the lame. Noz we dare not recent 
noz admit any interpꝛetatiõ which repug © 
neth to any pꝛincipall point of our faith, 
to any other plaine text of ſcripturce, oz et 


vnto the rule of charitie. 
The authiritie of the Scriptures. 


AP we beleeue & confeſſe the ſcriptures |! 

of God ſufficiently co inſtruct, & make 
the man of God perfect: ſo do we affirme 
and atowe the authozitte of che ſame, to be 
of God, and neither to depende on men noꝛ 


angels. We affirme therefoze, that ſuch as 
alleage the ſcripture to haue no other zu- 
thozitie. but that which it hath receiued — 

the 


of Scotland. 


the church, to be blaſphemous againſt god» 
and iniurious to the true church, which als John. 1c. 
wapes heareth obepeth the voyce of her 
E owne ſpouſe & paſtour, but taketh not vpon 
her to be maiſtres ouer the lame. 3 
| Of the generall Councels, of their power, 
aut horit ie, and cauſes of their 
conuention. | 
5 A we do not raſhly damne that which 
godly men aſſembled together in genes f 
rali councel la wfully gathered haue pꝛ po⸗ * 
ned vnto vs:lo without iuſt examination do 
ve not receiue wharſeeuer is obtruded vn⸗ 
to men under the name ok general councel: 
foz playne it is, as they were men, ſo haue 
ſome of them manifeſtly erred, and that in 
matters of great weight and impoꝛtance. 
Do karre then as the councell pꝛoueth the Ho- the 
determination # commaundement that it Counſels ar 
giueth, by the playne woꝛde of God, ſo to be allovv 
ſoone do we reuerẽce embꝛace the ſame, © 
But ik men under the name of a councell neren 
| pzcrende to fozge vnto vs newe articles of ey are to 
dur faith, o2 to make conſtitutions repug⸗ be reiected. 
ning to the wozde of God: then vtterly we 
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mult refuſe the ſame as the doctrine of de⸗ 
uils, which dzaweth our ſoules from the 

voyce of our onelp God, to followe the dc- . Tim. 
E. it. ctrine 


4 


| Aconſeſion ofthefayd 

ctrines q confkitutions of men. The cauſe 
then why thatgenerall councels came to: 
gether, was neither to make any perpetu: 
all lawe which God befozc had not made, 


thoꝛitie: much leſie,tomakethat to be his 


woꝛd, 02 pet the true interpꝛetation of the 
lame whiche was not bekoze his holy wil! 


vvty Coun *FP2ClNled in his woꝛde. But the tauſe of 
ſels vyere cal Councels (we meane of ſuch as merite the 
led. name of councels) was partly foꝛ confuta⸗ 


tion of hercſies, & fo2 geuing publike con 
feſſion of their faith co the poſteritie folo⸗ 
wing, which both, they did by the authoꝛi⸗ 

tie of Gods witten wozd, and not by any Z 


opinion of pꝛerogatme that they could not 
erre, by reaſon of their generall aſſembly, 
And this we iudge to hane bene the chiefe 
cauſe of gencrail councels: the other was 


fo2 good policie and oꝛder to be conſtitute 


obſerued in the Church, wherein (as in the 


Ceremonies houſe of God) it becommeth all things to 5 


2 to be he done decently and in o2der, Not that we 
Sees thinke that one policic and one oder in ce: 


foſter ſuper- remonies can be appopnted fo2 all ages, 
ſtition, times, and places: fo2 as certmonies, ſuch 


as men haue dcuiſed,are but tempozall: ſo 


may 


VVhy they neither pet to fo2ge new articles of our be F* 
veerealſew> liefe, nti her to giue the wdof God 1. 


t Scoffatid, ©» 


may and ought they to be changed, when 
tbey rather foſter ſuperſtition, then that 
they edifte the church vſing the ſame. 
Of the Sacramentes. 

S the fathe!'s vader the lawe beſides 

the veritie of the ſacrifices , had two 
chicke ſacramentes, to wit, circumciſion & 
the paſſeoter, the di piſers & contemners 
* wherof, were not repuced fo2 gods people: 
ſo do we acknowledge e confeſſe that we 
now in the time of the Goſpell haue two 
chiefe ſacraments onely, inſtituted by the 
loꝛd Jeſus, and commaunded to be vled of 
bk all thoſe that will be reputed members 
; ofhis body. To wit, baptiliue, c the ſupper 
pon table ot the Loꝛd Jelus, callen the com⸗ 
munion of his body + his bloud. And theſe 
ſacraments aſwell of the old, as of the new 
teſtament, now inſtituted of God not only 
to make a viſible difference betwixt his 
people & thoſe þ was without his league, 
ut alſo to exerciſe the faith of his childꝛẽ, +. ve ot 
- by participation of the ſame ſacraments Sacraments 
to ſeale in their hartes the aſſurance of his 

pꝛomile, æ of that moſt bleſſed contunction, 

bnion,# ſocietie which the elect haue with 

their head Chꝛiſt Jeſus, And thus we vt- 

terlp damne the vanitie.of tyoſe , ne 
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A confeſſion of the fayth 


firme ſacramentes to be nothing elſe but 
| naked & bare ſignes. No, we aſſuredly be⸗ 
Baptiſue. eue, that by baptiſine we are ingrafted in 
Chꝛiſt Jelus, to be made partakers of his 
The Terk futixe,by which our ſinnes are couered, x 
Mower ver. kemitted. And alſo that in the ſupper right 
& plain iy vſed,Chyiſt Telus is io ioyned with vs, 
ly diſcribed. that he becommeth very noziſhment and 
foode of our ſoules. Not that we imagine 
any trãſubſtantiation of bzead in Chuiltes 
naturall body, and of wine in his naturall 
bloud, as the Papiſtes haue pernicioully 
taught x damnably beleued:but this vnion 
e coniunction which we haue with the bo⸗ 
dy c bloud of Chꝛiſt Jeſus in the right ble 
of the ſacrament, ts wꝛought by operation 
of the holy ghoſt,who by true faith caricth 
vs aboue al things that are viſible, carnal, 
and earthly, qamaketh vs to feede vpon the 
body & bloud of Chziſt Jeſus , which was 
once bꝛoken and ſhed fo2 vs, which now is 
in heauen, & appeareth in the pzeſcnce ok 
his father ſo2 vs, and notwithſtanding the 
farre diſtance of place which is betwirte 
his body nowe alo2ifted in the heauen and 
vs nowe moꝛtall in this earth, pet we mut 
aſſuredly beleeue, that the bꝛead whiche 
we bꝛeake, is the communis of Chaifts bo- 
| dy, 


—— 


— = 2 2 
— 


AR gr rH7 


EI" — VF n — — 1 — — LE c_ 


u<* *%tc...* 


of Scotland. 


ty. the cup which wee bleſſe, is the com⸗ 


munion of his blood, ſo that we confeſſe x 
bndoubcedly beleue, that the faithfnl in the 
right vſe of the loꝛds table, doſo eat the bo: 
dy e dzink the blood of the lozd Jeſus that 
he remaineth in them e they in him. Mea 
they are ſo made fleſh ol his fleſh, x bone of 
his bones, that as the eternal Godhead gi · 
neth to the fleſhe of Chꝛiſt Feltts (which of 
the owne condition & nature was moztal x 
cozruptible)life and immoztalicte, ſo doeth 
<1ilt Jeſus his fleſh + blood eaten 4 dꝛun⸗ 
ken by va, giue vnto vs the ſame pꝛeroga⸗ 
tiues. Which albeit we contes are neither 
giuen vnto vs at that time only, neither pet 
by the pꝛoper power & vertue ofthe ſacra⸗ 
ment only, vet we affirme that the faitchfull 
in the right vſe of the loꝛds table hath ſuch 
contunction with Chꝛiſt Jelus, as the na⸗ 
tural man cannot appꝛehend:yea & further 
we affirme, that albeit the faithful oppꝛeſ⸗ 
ſed by negligence,+ maulp inſirmitie, doth 
not p2ofit ſo much as they would in che ve- 
rie inſtant action of the ſupper , yet hall it 
after bꝛing fruit foꝛth, as liuelp [cede ſow? 
in good ground. Foz the holy ſptrite which 
tã neuer be deuided from the right inſtitu⸗ 
tion of the 102d Jeſus, wil not fruſtrate the 

katthyiul 


A confeſtion of the fayth 
faithful of thefruit of that myſtical action, 
but all theſe we (ap commeth of true fayth 
which appꝛehendeth Chzift Jeſus:who on 
ly maketh his ſacramences effectuall vnto 
vs. And therfoze whoſocuer flandereth vs, 
as that we affirmed oꝛ beleued ſacraments 
to be onely naked & bare ſignes, do iniutie 
vnto vs. and ſpeaketh againſt the manifeſt 
truth. But this liberality & frankly we con 
feſle,p we make diſtinction betwixt Chyiſt 
Teſus in his eternal ſubſtance, & betwirt p 
elements in the ſacramental ſignes. So þ 
we wil neither woꝛſhip the ſignes, in place 
ol that which is ſignilied by tem, neither 
pet do we diſpiſe, & interpꝛet them as vn- 
p2ofitable, vaine, but do vſe them with all 
reuerence, examining our ſelues diligently 
befoze that ſu we do; Birauſe we are aſlu: 
red by the mouth of the Apoſtle, that luche 
as eate of that bzead 4 d2ink of that cup vn | 
worthilp,are gilty of the body & of the blud |! 
of Chziſt Jeſus, 5 

Of the right ad miniſtration of the f 
Sacramentes. | 
Tat ſacramẽts be rightly miniſtred we 
iudge two things requiſite, the one that 
they be miniſtred by lawful miniſters who 
we affirme to be only they, that are appoin- 
ted 


r 


Fo 


rr 


n 


of Scotland, 


ted to the pꝛeching ol the woꝛd, into whoſe 


mouthes, God hath put ſome ſermon of ex» 
boztation, thep being men lawfully choſen 
chertoby ſome church. The other that they 
be miniſtred in ſuch elements & in ſuch ſvze 


as God hath appointed : elſe wee affirme Chriſtians 


that they ceale to be right lacramentes ot 
chꝛiſt Jeſus, And therkoꝛe it is that we flie 


the ſocietie, with the papiſticall churche in piſts intheir 
participation of cheir ſacraments, firſt bp: Sacraments. 


cauſe their miniſters are no miniſters at 
Chꝛiſt Jeſus (yea which is moꝛe horrible 
they ſufſer women whom the holpe Ghoſt 
wil not ſuffer to teach in the congregation 


to baptiſe:) c ſecondly;licauſe they haue ſo VVomen 
adulterate both the one ſacrament & the o- may not 
ther with their owne inuentions: that no baptize. 


part of Chyifts action abtdeth in the oꝛigt⸗ 
nal puritie. Fo? oile,ſalt,fpartel & ſuch like 
in baptilme, are but mens inuentions:ado⸗ 
ration, vencration, bearing though ſtreets 
and tobunes # keping of bꝛead in boxes o2 
boiſts are pꝛophanation of Chziſtes ſacra⸗ 


ments & no vle of the ſame. Fo2 Chꝛiſt Je⸗ 
lus ſaid, take eate 4c.do pou this in remem⸗ 


brance of me. By which woꝛdes charge, 

he ſanctiſied bꝛead c wine to the ſacrawent 

ol his holy body & blood, to the end that the 

one ſhalbe eaten, and that al (ould y__ 
| F 0 
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tobe woꝛſhipped and honozed as God: ag 
the Papiſts haue done heretofoze who alſo 
_ — baue committed ſacriledge, ſtealing kiõ the 
— people the one parte of the ſacrament :to | 
| wit the bleſſed cup, Pozeouer that the ſa- |; 
cramerts be rightly vled, it is requiredthat 


the end and cauſe which ſacramentes were 
iuſtituted, be vnderſtanded and obſerued, | : 
aſwel ofthe miniſter, as by the rcceauers, ! 


Fon if the opinion be changed in the recet- 


uer, the rtght vſe ceaſſeth which is moſt e |: 
uident,by the reiection ofthe ſacrifices, as ! 
alſo if the teacher plainely teach falle doc ⸗ 


Suchas think trine, which were ovious & abhominable 
not righely befoze God(albeit they were his owne oz 


ofthe Lords Dinance)bicauſe the wicked men ble them 


Snpper,re= to another ende then God hath o2deined. 
ceyuedit The lame affirme we of the ſacraments in 


che. the Papiltical church in which we affirme |? 
the whole action ofthe lozd Jeſus to be ad» |: 


ultcrated aſwcl in the external foꝛme, as in 
the end opinion. That Chziſt Jeſus did 


and commanded to bee done is euſdent,by |: 
the Euangeliſts,# by S. Paule: what the | 


pꝛieſt roth at his aultar, we need not to re⸗ 
herſe. The end & cauſe of Chziſtes inſticutt- 
on,# why the ſel ſame ſhould be vſed is tx⸗ 


p:efſed in theſe woꝛdes: doe pe this in re⸗ 
membꝛance 


or the other, and not that they ſhuld be kept | 
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of me, as oft as vou ſhal eat of 
this bꝛead, and dꝛinke ok this cup vou ſhall 
ſhew fozth,that is, extol, pꝛeache, magniſie, 
and pꝛaiſe the lozds death till he come: but 
to what end and in what opinid the pꝛieſts 
ſay their Maſſe, let the woꝛds of the ſame, 
their owne doctozs, and wꝛitings witnes. 


To wit, that they as mediatozs betwixte 
Chyniſt and his churche doe offer vnto God 
the father, a ſacrifice p2opiciatozie fo2 the 


ſinnes of the quick and the dead: wu ich doc« 


trine as blaſphemous to Chaiſt Jeſus, and 


| making derogation tothe ſufficientcye of 
bis onelp ſacrifice, once offered foz purgas 
tion of al thoſe that ſhalbe ſanctiſied, we vt; 
; terlpabhozre,detet,and renounce, 

To whom ſacraments apperteine. 
110 E conteſſe & acknowledge , that bap · 

tiſine apperteneth aſwel to the inlants 
| ofthe faichfull, as vnto them that be of age 
and diſcretion, And ſo we damne the erroꝛ 
| of the Anabaptiſts, who deny baptiſme to 
apperteine to childzen , befoꝛe thep haue 
faith and vnderſtanding. But the {upper of 
the Loꝛd, we confeſle to appertaine to ſuch 
onlv as be ofthe houſhald of faith, and can 


cty & examine them ſelues, aſwell in their 
kaith, as in their duty cowards their neighs 
bours, Such ag eate & Fay at that bolp 


table 
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table without faith, oꝛ being at diſcention 
wich their bꝛethzen, do eate vnworthilp f 
therkaze it is, that in our church, our mini · 
ſters take publik and particular examina⸗ 
fiowof the knowledge and converſation of | 
ſuch as are to be admitted to the table of 
the Lo2v Jeſus. 
Of the ciuill Mag iſtrate. | 
772 confeſle # acknowledge Empites, 
kingdomes,dominions,t cities, to be 
diſtincted & oꝛdained by God: the powers 
E authoꝛitie in the ſame, be it of emperozs |? 
in thett empires, ak kings in their realms, | 
dukes z pꝛinces in their dominians, and ol 
other magiſtrats in their cicies,to be gods 
boly oꝛdinance, oꝛdeined fo2 manifeſtation 
ok his olene glozy, æ fo2 the linguler pꝛoſtie 
and comoditie of mankind: ſo that wholde · 
uer goeth about to take awap oz to conifolid 
the whole ſtare of ctuill pollicres,now long 
| eſtabliſhed, we affirme the ſame men, not | 
1 onelp to be enimies to mankinde, but allo | 
1 wickedly to fight againſt Gods cxpzeſſed | 
will, Ale farcher confeſſe # acknowledge | 
4 that ſuch perſons as are placed tnanthoit- 
| tie, are to be beloued, honoꝛed, feared , and 
holden in moſt reuetẽd eſtimation: becauſe 
that they are the lieuetenantes of God, in 
whole ſeates God-nlelfdoth fit iudge, 
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owe 


yea, euen the (avges pꝛinces themfelnes 
w whom by God is giuda the lſwoꝛd, tothe 


pꝛaiſe ꝶ delence of good en to teuenge 
g puniſh aA vpen maletattoꝝs. Moxevuer, ta 
kings, pꝛincea, rulers; magiſtrate 2, we 
aflirme that thieſly maſt pꝛiutip ally, the 
conſeruatiomi put gation oluche religion 
apperteiatihj, ſa that not uihechey are aps: 
popneed fop tiail polit r buteilſo fox mains! 
tenanec ok rho true teligion n ppꝛel⸗ 
ling of iddkatry# ſuper ſdittam woatioeuer. 
As in Daatd, Jolaphat, Gachins, Joſias 
t others highly cantmended fontheir tale 
in char caſe map be tſpted: And therloꝛe we 
confeſfe auam, that ſuch as rrſis the ſus 
pꝛeme power doing that thing which aps 
petteineth to his charge do reſiſt gods 024 
dinauce, and therefo27 can nat bie ciltles, 
And farcher we affirme;:thit whoſocuer 
denieth vnto them ayde, their counſell and 
comfo2c,whileft the pꝛiuces rulers uigi⸗ 
lantly trauell in execution ok. their office, 
that the fare men deny ctit help uppoꝛtʒ 
and couuſet, ta: god who by the preſence ol 
his liette nt doch craue it arm. 
T be giſtes fretly giuen tu tha c hurt hi 
Lbeit that the woꝛd of God truly pꝛea⸗ 
ched, and the ſacramentes rightly mini⸗ 
fred, and diſcipline executed accoꝛding to 
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A confeſzion ofthe fayth 
the woꝛd of God, be the certain & infallible 
ſigues of the true church, we mean not that 
euery particuler perſon ioyned with ſuche 
company, is an elect member of Chit 
Jeſus. Foz we acknowlege & conkeſſe, that 
darnel.cokel, chaffe map be ſowen,grow 
and in great-abundance le, in the middeſt 
ol the wheat, that is, the repꝛobate may be 
ioyned in the ſorietie of the elect. e may ex · 
ternally vfe with them the benefites of the 
woꝛd & ſacramentes. But ſuche being but 
tempoꝛall pꝛoſeſſours in mauth, and not in 
heart, do fall backe and continue not to the 
ende. And therefoze haue they no fruite of 
Chziſtes death, relurrection , noꝛ aſcenti⸗ 
on, but ſuche as wich hare vnkaynedly be- 
lecue, and with mouth boldly. confeſſe the 
Lo Jeſugas befoze we haue ſaide, ſhall 
moſt aſfuredly receiue theſe giſtes. Fy2ſt 
in this life the remiſlton of ſinnes, and that 
bp onely faith in Ch2iſtes blood. In ſo 
much that albeit ſinne remaine and conti⸗ 
nually abide in theſe our moꝛtal bodies, vet 
it is not imputed vnto va, but is remitted 
and coueren wich Chꝛiſts tuſtice. Second: 
ly in the generall iudgement, there ſhalbe 
giuen to euery man and woman, reſurrec- 
tion ofthe fleſh, Foz the (ea ſhall giue her 

dead:the earth thoſe that therein be inclo⸗ 


; 


of Scotland. 


fed , pea the eternall God, ſhall fretche 
out his hand on the duſt, and che dead ſhall 
ariſe uncoꝛruptible, and that intheſubice 
of the ſeli ſame fle ſh. . hat euery man, nowe 
beareth, to receiue acco2ding to their w52s 
kes, gloꝝpy, ox puniſh nent. F ſuch as now 
delight in vanitie,crueltie, filthines, ſuper · 
ſition oz idolatrie, ſhalbe abiudged to the 
fire vnquenchable. In which they ſhall bee 
toꝛmented foz ever, alwel in their own bo⸗ 


dies, as intheir ſoules, which nowe they 


giue to ſerue the deuil in al abhomination. 
But ſuch as continue in wel dopng to the 
end, boldly pzofeſſing the Loꝛd Jeſus : we 
couſtantliye beleeue that they ſhall receiue 
glozy,honour,and immoꝛtalitie, to raigne 
fo2 euer in life cuerlaſling, wich Chꝛiſt Je 
ſus, to whoſe glojified bodye all his electe 
ſhalbe made like wht he ſhal appere again 
in iudgement, and ſhal render vp the kyng⸗ 
dome to God his father, wha then ſhal bee 
and euec ſhal remaine, al in al things, God 
bleſſed foꝛ euer, to whom with the Sonne 
and with the holy ghoſt bee al honour and 
gloꝛy now ano euer. So be it. 
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443 | Commiſsioners and Minifters 
Vith in this Nabe! 
| | * 3 Of 3V; 
is CEing, that we our Houthotd hate ſubs 
| ſcribed and geuen this publik confeſſion 
5 of cur Faith, to the gedd example of our 
Subtects , Me command and charge al 
Commiſſioners and Dinifkers, to crave 
| the lame confeſſion of their pariſhioners, 
1 and p2ocead againſt the reſfuſers, accoze 
. ding to our Laws and oꝛder of the church, 
4/41 delpucring theire names and lawfull pꝛo⸗ 
NV. ceſſe to the Miniſters of our houſe, with al 
. haſte and diligence, vnder the — of rt, 
F pound, to be taken from their ſkipenv, that 
15 we with che aduile of our Counſell may 
| take oꝛder with ſuch pꝛoude tonttmners of 
God and our lawes. Subſcribed with our 
hand. At Holprudhous (158 1.) the 
2. dap ot arch, the 14 pere of our reigne. 
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